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looked down upon brahmins. The Brahmins, therefore
became poor, ignored the studies of the vedas and
migrated to other places in search of livelihood.

The kingdom lost its prosperity. The king
became   worried   and   prayed   unto   Lord
Somasundareswara for his blessing to relieve the
kingdom from poverty. The Lord did not make any
response as he was sore at the king's fault. The
king was disappointed and returned to his place
heart-broken.

The night, the Lord appeared in his dream as a
Siddha Purusha and told him that, because of his
negligence of the Brahmins, the kingdom was facing
adversity. The Lord told him that the Vedas were very
important for the Lord and the Brahmins who studio
them werCf therefore, equally important. The Lordy
therefore, enjoined the king to treat the Brahmins ^
equal to the Lord himslef. At the same time, the Lord,
gave him an abundant treasure for eradicating poverty.
The king used the treasure for the benefit of the
Brahmins and Vedas and beautified the temple of th^
Lord and Goddess Meenakshi. The kingdom became
prosperous once again.

32. LORD SIVA DISGUISING AND
SELLING BANGLES

Once, the Lord Siva   took the form of
Bikshtanamurti for the purpose of testing the chastity of
the wives of the Rishis at Taarukavanam. When the Lord
came for alms to the houses of the Rishis, the wives 0f